
Watching what’s happening on SASS and the SRA, I’m Adeola, the SRA Observer and you’re 
listening to a special segment of SASSwatch. 
 
So first question, right off the bat. Do you have any thoughts on the various presidential 
platforms of candidates and what they reflect on the MSU community? 
 
ArtSci 1 
ArtSci 2 
ArtSci 3 
 
I think most of us have seen the Sil paper and just from that, I mean, at least to me, it’s apparent 
at least, who the MSU favours to win. Considering GC’s right in the center, the Sil paper colours 
complement his platform colours. I kind of seems as though he’s a shoe in to win. I mean, I think 
that Tarlin’s platform is a bit of a joke one. Is it Tarlin? 
 
Yeah and we get joke one’s a lot. It’s not surprising. 
 
Yeah and I think it’s funny, enough. But I think the only viable candidates to discuss are Krystina 
and GC, I’m thinking of the article I saw in the Sil that our MSU thing has gotten complacent, is 
what the editor was saying. I think her opinion was quite strong, but I did agree with some points 
of it. I have no clue what Ikram did, except for tax dollar days.  
 
And those are gone now.  
 
And same with Josh Marando. I don’t know what he’s done at all. The thing with the MSU 
election is that it’s almost a bit, not that it’s almost a bit, it IS a popularity campaign. With most of 
the student population not voting, the people who are voting are the candidates friends and the 
students that are invested in it. Or just a group of students who are bored, procrastinating, and “I 
might as well vote”. If GC does win, then it's almost like he’s just following … I don’t know. All 
their platforms like Josh’s, even Krystina, there platforms seem to be the same. They’re kind of 
just empty reflections of each other. Oh, I’m going to advocate for student wellness! I’m going to 
advocate for a cleaner campus, like you know? 
 
Mental health! Climate change! Advocacy! 
 
It’s like even Krystina says “We’re just going to strengthen Josh Marando’s platform”. 
Concretely, I don’t even know what his platform is. That’s where I gotta hand it to Tarlin on that 
aspect which is although his ideas are quite crazy, at least they are concrete and at least he’s 
saying “This is what I’m going to do”. If you applied that to a much more realistic goal, I think 
that could give, I don’t know, it’s just a fresher perspective in my opinion.  
 
Do you have any thoughts on the various presidential platforms of candidates and what 
they reflect on the MSU community? 



 
 
Thanks for having me on SASSwatch today. I'm excited to be able to share some thoughts 
about the presidential candidates. First and foremost, I'd like to recognize that it does take a lot 
of time, energy, and dedication to even run for president, so I always remind myself to 
appreciate their efforts while evaluating their candidacy.  
 
Jackson's platform is quite amusing, I definitely laughed while reading parts of his platform - 
especially the parts about moving buildings into more convenient locations. As for Krystina, her 
platform built on some important points, like tightening internal governance, but in my opinion, 
she has a ways to go with making certain the feasibility of the things she wants to do. on her 
point about taking student card meal plan money at Union Market, the Silhouette pointed out 
that she didn't actually consult the UM manager and didn't consider how this might raise the 
prices at UM. I think more consideration and some long term planning would have made this 
platform more strong, but it does build on interesting points.  
 
Lastly, GC's platform I found well-balanced, as he's touched on many things, both super specific 
to university operations and other larger-scale advocacy plans for provincial and federal action. I 
admire his commitment to consultation and was actually one of the 100 consultants he spoke 
with. I think GC's experience in the MSU can be both an asset as he is super knowledgeable 
about the on-goings of the union and its services and personnel and has direct MSU leadership 
experience, but this can also perhaps be a drawback in the sense that he might not be able to 
consider more radical changes the MSU could undergo, as he is so accustomed to how the 
MSU operates. It’s speculative, but overall, his platform was quite strong, I enjoyed reading it 
and I do see it as viable.  
 
Do you have any thoughts on the various presidential platforms of candidates and what 
they reflect on the MSU community? 
 
Okay, so there’s three candidates and to be honest, only one stands out. And that sucks.  
 
Yeah.  
 
It sucks in terms of like, we don’t have that much variety to choose from as a student body and 
like, I don't think many people even want to run for president anymore because the job is so 
taxing. There’s one guy, and I don’t even know his name, which is bad.  
 
Tarlin? Or GC? 
 
Not GC.  
 
Tarlin, then.  
 



Yeah. So he’s basically making a joke out of this. Which I find kind of amusing, to be honest. It 
really highlights how important is this role really, to be honest. He was not in contention in my 
mind. And there is GC and Krystina. And the thing is, some people have been telling me that 
Kryistina was the office clerk of the MSU, so she knows the ins-and-outs, obviously. But she’s 
not promoting that. That’s not anywhere on her platform. Have you seen that anywhere? No. So 
then you look at GC who puts down all his qualifications and you’re like “He deserves to be 
president” but like, really? Like I understand being a PTM with CLAY and doing all these 
volunteer roles on different services, you definitely get to understand the MSU. But being a PTM 
is very different from being in the day to day activities of the MSU. So like, it’s just very 
interesting to see her platform, how she wrote down the rules and what she wanted to 
accomplish as president or, how do I say this, it was, it wasn’t bashing the MSU for what they’ve 
done. But it was highlighting the shortfalls and where the MSU can improve on. That’s 
comparable to GC who’s more like “I recognize these issues and I want to improve them in this 
way” Which isn’t blaming anyone, to be honest, and it was more uplifting, the way in which— 
 
Like the language 
 
—Exactly. Like the delivery was much more digestible for people who honestly do not keep up 
with a lot of MSU stuff.  
 
Second question: Amongst chatter of resume building, fake-woke services, and seemingly 
increasing student disdain for the MSU - does it still have value? Or are there changes 
that need to be made to get more value? 
 
To respond to your question, I feel like the chatter of resume-building and fake-woke services, 
and general increasing skepticism of the MSU has definitely hurt its reputation amongst 
students and more importantly, students' trust in the union. More importantly, it’s degraded 
student’s trust in the union which is unfortunate. I feel like there’s a bit of pressure students 
might feel when they engage with the MSU, because it prides itself on being impressive. So 
students fear speaking with PC terminology and I do think there is a cancel culture that can 
pervade the MSU in some spaces. But that’s something we’re continuously working on, internal 
investigations are conducted when necessary. It’s not something the MSU stands for or values, 
I guess something it’s the people who are hired - it kind of varies I guess. It’s not something that 
applies to the whole union. It would be unfortunate for students to think that it would be.  
 
I certainly feel that the MSU adds value to students' lives and the university. The MSU supports 
clubs, runs a food bank, puts on concerts and events including welcome week, and advocates 
to government on a high level. I think a major issue relating to MSU's bad press is just the fact 
that the successes of the MSU are rarely highlighted or credited back to the union at large. 
Everyone is interested in the hot gossip of mishappenings, but rarely do people perk up and 
celebrate the great things that the MSU accomplishes on a regular basis. If students have 
opinions, or thoughts, those are always welcome. I don’t want students to feel like they won’t be 
listened to if they raise those things. Lastly, if I may, I’d like to tap off with a message to the 



listener today, just based on my interpretation of the inside scoop on how our MSU leaders 
present us and how much they care about our interests and out voices. I’d just like to share with 
any listeners or SASS members out there, if you could sit with them during a lobbying meeting 
and witness the dedication and determination with which they advocate on your behalf, seeing 
that would really persuade you to be inclined to trust and believe in them.  
 
Amongst chatter of resume building, fake-woke services, and seemingly increasing 
student disdain for the MSU - does it still have value? Or are there changes that need to 
be made to get more value? 
 
Value to the MSU? 
 
Yes. Or showing that value to the student population.  
 
Okay. We wouldn't have a lot of these basic things that you think about when you think about 
university life. So obviously there is some backing to the MSU and there are reasons for why we 
should encourage and support the MSU. But I think the bad rep for the MSU comes from hiring 
a lot of like, not unqualified people, but people who like…how do I say this in a nicer way? 
 
Just say it. Just say it.  
 
So they tend—A lot their hirings are definitely like, these people are qualified, but these people 
do also run in the same … circles.  
 
The MSU and its circles.  
 
And circles and circles and circles.  
 
These circles seem to be tightening and that seems to be the issue? 
 
It’s true and I can definitely see why so many people bash the MSU, just because of all that’s 
been happening. But I think people don’t give them enough grace. People think that they have 
so much power, they have so much money and resources. But their also two years older than 
you. Student politics is politics, but it’s not real politics.  
 
But it’s also students. 
 
It’s also students, in those words.  
 
Amongst chatter of resume building, fake-woke services, and seemingly increasing 
student disdain for the MSU - does it still have value? Or are there changes that need to 
be made to get more value? 
 



Loaded question, big question.  
 
Yeah, definitely a big question. I definitely think definitely the changes that need to be done is 
really just taking actual, concrete action. If we compare to the student union at York, they are 
making increasingly large changes for their student population.  
 
Yeah.  
 
Going to court against Ford and now I have a friend who told me that they are thinking of 
implementing the MSAF policy at York, which is something that previously hasn’t— 
 
Hasn’t existed 
 
—hasn’t be imputed and they’re looking at McMaster which is why I said MSAF. But they’re 
actually making changes that are useful to the student population. If you had a student 
government like that, I feel like people would actually start to care because they are actually 
making changes that are beneficial.  
 
A bolder student government.  
 
Like, we don’t care about having reusable mugs at the Grind, if we can’t even pay for our 
education in the first place. 
 
Damn, yeah. 
 
If we can’t pay to be here, what’s the point in advocating for more counsellors—none of it’s 
useful if people don’t have access to it because people can’t afford university anymore. Sorry, 
none of these candidates are talking about opt-outs at all. 
 
That’s true, that’s true.  
 
Which is going to be a problem next year. And I think they need to have viable financial plans 
for that. You can’t just keep with the “Oh, we’ll just go with the opt-out/opt-in propaganda again” 
when students see that none of these services have really changed. Why shouldn’t I opt out 
too? 
 
[To you, the audience] Even though all the candidates are there and you may not like them, 
voting is still important. Voter turnout has been decreasing.  
 
Yeah.  
 
Thank you, I appreciate it! Woo! 


